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A QUARTER CENTURY IN RETROSPECT
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an dndrmed nation, Gt of the long sloam of imperialism, Tadin fad: swaken to fresdom
and: demovrncy, | The s piceune-which smerges. in locking back wcress the quarter ezafory
since independénce s A wived poe, There have been achievements. The very feet! Thai
“we have been able (o proserve our deristratic wiy of life ':!\‘l"-l'llgh st vty briats and fribul-
tione gives us the confidence 1o fzoe the Tufure with hopeand cotirags,  Thereis: ae other

ingtance in the history of o large coniry, riven: by chlferences of fanguage, religicn amd
custe and plageed by dire poverly which ks mansgsd 1o work purlimeniary. sysiem, of
government with a fair degros of susseds.

Yt complacency ignot an aliemative 1o scif-pity; Confidencs in the nation’s ability to
ageept the chalienges of the fuiure should enable w10 fice some qlestivning about
ourpast and present performanes.  In spile of conviderable overall progrcss,  ceonomis
advanos has: repeatedly  fallen short of specific targeds. Thicre hias aften’ bernia Imdc.-m_:y
10 promise more than what cin b achievsd) sien what s realizatie hus somenimies: beeq

frustrated by barren sloman-mongering..
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period, acandid assessment of oor aﬂlm?zurars prﬁéma & dismal pitiitre,  considering the
néeds of the country in the wake of fisng population, Char cconpmic growih mie & not
rompatible with 2.5 per ceit growih e of population. We should chesk pl:lp'[ﬂmnq
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s oo, failed in its mission. The system of ot education i besed
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