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Dr Syed Zafar Mahmood, President
Interfaith Coalition for Peace, New Delhi
www.icpindia.org. info@icpindia.org
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This presentation can be seen at

iIcpindia.org

&

syedzafarmahmood.in


http://icpindia.org
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God's purpose of
creating humanity

Not only performing
Daily Rituals of Worship
But .....
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o test
each one of us, meﬁ'%
the human beings,
as to

who among us is
more righteous



As per different
commentators

Here

Righteousness

Means

Selfless Service
to the Fellow
Creatures
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Truly s/he succeeds that purifies the soul;
And s/he fails that corrupts it.
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Successful human existence is all about
KEEPING THE SOUL ABOVE THE BODY




Dr Sir Igbal

Cheest deen ? Barkhaastan az roo-e khaak
Ta za khud agaah gardad jaan-e paak
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What is religion ?

It is rising above the level of human body !
So that, the soul, purged of matter,

becomes self-conscious
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If the spirit loses its piety,
Then, purity of conscience,
high thinking and decency

disappear altogether
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- Says God to human beings:

Dip yourself deep inside
your heart, mind and conscience
and explore the purpose of life.

Even if you are not able: .
to fully identify yourself with

Me,

* at least, be conscious of
your own full worth.
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Apne man mein doob kar pa ja suraagh-e zindagi
Too agar mera nahin banta, na ban, apna to ban.

Suraagh: Trace, Track, Sign
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Centuries old underlying principle of
Indian social order
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Sarva dharma sampann

| et all faiths manifest
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Do not differentiate among the
Messengers of God
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Throughout the millennia of history
Indian Subcontinent

has kept 1t's

Portals Wide Open
welcoming the

coming from
Different Directions
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India's spiritual belief

Timeless

Human
Interest

IS more Important than

Time-guided
Geographical
Considerations
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Indians are blissfully aware that the

Creator & Sustainer of the Worlds
IS
Timeless and Spaceless

Timelessness & Spacelessness
are manifestations of

}@B%
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He

belongs
to everybody



Never commit

s FeaT

Blasphemy of identifying
The One Reality
with
a given section of humanity
lving at a given piece of earth
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Human beings are God's most blessed creatures

While many other created species
iIncluding the

angels, jinns and animals
have been given many human faculties,

yet
conscience

has been bestowed only on the

HUMAN BEINGS



What Is
Conscience

Capacity to differentiate between

Right and Wrong

Coupled with the
Discretion to choose
One of the two paths



To know what Is the
Right Path

Evaluate whether
What | am going to do
will please my fellow creatures ?



God has graciously instilled in
each human being a bit of



L et us learn to differentiate between

SEEING

and

PERCEIVING
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Dil-e beena bhi kar Khuda se talab,
Aankh ka noor dil ka noor nahin.

Seek from God also a seeing heart,
Eye vision is not always heartful.
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Piety of soul

Is the
essence of

Religion



Worla View




Kuchh aur hi nazar ataa hai kaar-o baar-e jahaan
Nigaah-e shauq agar ho shareek-e beenaaee

Poet of the East, Dr Sir Mohammad Igbal
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This universe begins appearing
an altogether different affair,

If we start looking around
using Godly attributes within us.



For centuries,
India has been a

Crucible of

Interfaith Coexistence
AYITHS FABTAIT Pt Flogan

Intermittently, it has been
Enriching itself with Additional Ingredients
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Said Swami Vivekanand

at the

First Parliament of World Religions
Chicago, USA, 1893




An essential duty

To counsel and
resolve conflicts and promote amity



The work
is both challenging and diverse



Working in partnership
with different communities,
llaising with
community groups and individuals.



At
Interfaith Coalition for Peace

At all levels,
the numerically major faiths of India

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism

are equally represented

People of all other religions also enthusiastically
participate in the deliberations and programs



We carry out Research

and
FINnd commonalities In
Precepts and Practices



We take these to the masses all
over the country and elsewhere



We have
Local Resource Groups in

24 Indian states,
in South Asian Region
and In
Other countries



1. For Primary level children
and

2. Glossary of Religious Terminology



We sponsor youth



We organize
Women's Journeys



Our teams visit
Areas of possible conflict and

Try to preempt and diffuse
the situation



We organize
Group Discussions on

Topics of common interest like

Fasting, Light, Environmental
Protection, etc



We also participate In
Praxis
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Please do visit us at

www.icpindia.org




